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PRESENTED TO PASLIAUfENT BY HER MAJESTY’S COMMAND. ^ .■ 



Memorial, No. 22. 

Showeth, — 

That we have had under consideration a Report of the Complroller-gcnerai of 
Coast Guard, stating, that in consequence of the disadvantages and discourage- 
ments under which officers of the Royal Navy employed in the Coast Guard 
service under this department at present labour, from the principle some time 
Since laid down by the Board of Admiralty, whereby those officers are not con- 
sidered eligible for advancement in their profession on account of services per- 
formed whilst employed in the Coast Guard service, however meritorious the 
^nie may have been, the Comptroller-general had lately waited upon His 
Royal Highness the Lord High Admiral, in the hope of obtaining a reconsidera- 
tion of this subject, and represented the advantages which might reasonably be 
anticipated from placing the officers employed in the Coast Guard service on an 
equal footing as to their professional prospects with those employed on a precisely 
similar service in Kent and Sussex, whom it has not been unfrequent to reward 
in this manner for distinguished good conduct. That His Royal Highness was 
pleased to assent entirely to the propriety of this representation, and appeared 
fully disposed to take the necessary measures in consequence, hut commanded 
the Comptroller-general previously to state that His Royal Highness considered 
the present mode of selecting officers of the Royal Navy for the Coast Guard 
in Ireland and Scotland should be assimilated to that already established in 
England, and upon this alteration being acceded to, His Royal Highness would 
be ready to consider officers in the Royal Navy serving in the Coast Guard of the 
United Kingdom equally eligible for advancement, in the event of special merit 
and good conduct, with those similarly situated in other branches of hi& 
Majesty*s service. 

'J'hat in our Memorial to your Lordships of the 8th February 1 825, No. 253, 
submitting, for your Lordships’ consideration and approbation, several propositions 
which the Comptroller-general of the Coast Guard, upon his inspection of the 
force in Scotland and Ireland, had suggested, as well for rendering the Coast 
Guard service more efficient as for making it interchangeable and applicable to all 
purposes of that service generally, we recommended, with a view of obviating 
the inconvenience experienced by confining the nomination to any particular part 
of the United Kingdom, that all nomination of parties to the Coas’t Guard service 
should in future be general, instead of being as at present specially confined either 

England and Scotland or Ireland ; and we at the same time expressed our 
opinion that an uniformity of practice in the mode of appointing inspecting com- 
manders would be most essential ; observing that the selection of those officers for 
Scotland and Ireland was not necessarily made from the naval service, while in 
England, officers of the navy were ex.clusively selected, agreeably to your Loi-d- 
ships’ minute of the 15th January 1822 ; and we observed that a similar diversity 
of practice prevailed in regard to the nomination of chief officers. In Scotland 
and Ireland civilians are usually appointed, whilst in England lieutenants of the 
navy had been since 1 822 exclusively selected for those appointments, thereby 
securing, so far as England was concerned, that nautical experience indispensable 
to the situation, and providing also against the introduction of persons whose 
previous connexions and habits might not have qualified them for offices of this 
description. 

That in addition to the advantages above alluded to, which would result from 
au uniformity of practice in the mode of a[)pointing officers to the Coast Guard 
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service, it now appears, if the very desirable arrangements were carried into effect, 
a great encouragement, would be afforded to the officers of the navy employed in 
this service, in being considered eligible for advancement in their profession on 
account of meritorious and good conduct. We take leave to repeat our recom- 
mendation to your Lordships that the appointment of officers to the Coast Guard 
service in Scotland and Ireland should be vested in His Royal Highness the 
Lord High Admiral, as in the case of similar appointments in England. 

(signed) E. Stewart. 

S. Lushingion. 

C. C. Smith, 

4 January \ 828. H, Legge. 



No. 144.' 

Memorial, 

Showeth, — 

That in our Memorial to your Lordships of the 4th January 1828, No. 22, 
we submitted for your Lordships* approval certain arrangements proposed by the 
Comptroller-general of Coast Guard to be observed in the appointment of officers 

to that service. . , . ^ 

That having had this subject under our further consideration, so tar as regards 
the description of persons to be appointed inspecting commanders and chief 
officers in Ireland and Scotland, with a view of assimilating the practice in this 
respect throughout the whole of the United Kingdom, and of securing, as in 
England, that nautical experience so indispensable to those situations, and pro- 
viding against the introduction of persons whose previous connexions and habits 
may not have qualified them for offices of this description; we have now to sub- 
mit whether vour Lordships may not be pleased, in the future appointment of 
officers to the*^ Coast Guard in Ireland and Scotland, to sanction the following 
regulations; viz. — 

1st. All- inspecting commanders to be commanders in the RoyaL Navy not 
above 40 years of age ; captains and lieutenants not to be considered eligible 
for these appointments. 

2d. The appointment of inspecting commanders to be considered triennial, 
instead of permanent, as heretofore. 

3d. Chief officers to be lieutenants in the navy, not above 40 years of age. 

4th. A previous reference to the Admiralty as to the character of officers, to 
prevent the admission of improper persons. 

5th. A letter to be written to all officers on their appointment, explaining to 
them the nature of the duties expected of them, similar to that now sent from 
the Admiralty. 

(signed) R. B, Dearie. 

C. C. Smith. 

W. T. Roe. 

3 February 1829. B.M. Binning. 

Granted per Treasury Letter, 2I July 1830. See following Extract from 
Minute Book. 



22 July 1830. 

Received a letter from Mr. Planta, dated the 21st instant, signifying that 
having laid before their Lordships the Board^s Memorial of the 3d February 
1829, submitting certain regulations in the future appointment of officers in the 
Coast Guard service in Ireland and Scotland, he (Mr. Planta) was to acquaint 
the Board that their Lordships are pleased to assent to their recommendation that 
commanders of the navy alone, not. being above 40 years of age, shall in future 
be appointed inspecting commanders of the Preventive Service in Ireland and 
Scotland, and that such appointments be considered triennial instead of per- 
manent as heretofore ; that with a view of assimilating as soon as possible the 
practice in this respect throughout the whole of the United Kingdom, their Lord- 
ships direct that the Board shall give notice to such inspecting commanders , as 
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have served upwards of three years that they will be superseded on the 5th April 
next I that tlieir Lordships still reserve to themselves the power of continuing in- 
specting commanders in their employment for a longer period in cases in wliich 
the Board may, for special reasons, recommend a deviation from the rule : That 
their Lordships concur also in the Board’s recommendation that lieutenants in 
the navy alone shall be considered eligible for employment as chief officers, and 
desire that the Board will, on receiving letters of nomination from their Lord- 
ships, direct a letter, such as they have recommended, explaining the nature of 
the duties of the office, to be written to the parties. 

Ordered, That copy of the said letter be delivered to the Comptroller-general 
of the Coast Guard for his information and government. ^ 

Copy of Commissioners’ Minute. 

(signed) J. Ramshaw. 



Sir, 

The Board Imving had before them a representation from the Inspector-general 
of Coast Guard in Ireland, submitting, with reference to the order of the Lords 
Commissioners of his Majesty's Treasury of the 21st July lastj the expediency of 
continuing the inspecting commanders in that country for an unlimited period, 
instead of appointing .them for three years as thereby directed, together with a 
report from the Comptroller-general ot Coast Guard thereon, in which he sugo-ests, 
with reference to the present disturbed state of Ireland, the propriety of suspend- 
ing for the present the proposed supercession of the inspecting commanders in this 
part of the United Kingdom, and the Board having adverted to their Memorial 
of the 3d February 1829, No. 144, recommending that the appointment of in- 
specting commanders in Ireland should be considered triennial instead of permanent 
as heretofore, and to their report of the 3d ultimo, No. 1,621, on an application 
from the inspecting commanders, &c. in Ireland, requesting that the regulations 
might be confined to persons who might be hereafter appointed to the service;— 

I have it in command to acquaint you, for the information of his Majesty’s 
Treasury, that the Board, with reference to the present state of Ireland and to the 
inquiry which is now in progress upon the Coast Guard generally, fully concur 
in the recommendation of the Comptroller-general of the Coast Guard, and I am 
therefore to submit whether their Lordships' may not be pleased to suspend the 
operation of their order of the 21st July last, so far as relates to the triennial ap- 
pointment of inspecting commandefs in Ireland. 



18 January 1831, 



(signed) . C. S. 



27 January 1831. 

Received a letter from Mr. Spring Rice, dated 26th instant, signifying that 
their Lordships concur in the expediency of the measure recommended in the 
Secretary’s letter of the 1 8th instant, and are pleased to desire that the operations 
of their order of the 21st July 1 830, so far as relates fo the triennial appointment 
of the inspecting commanders of the Coast Guard iri Ireland, should be suspended 
until their Lordships’ further directions. 

Ordered, That a copy of the said letter be delivered to the Comptroller-general 
,of the Coast Guard for his government. 

Copy Commissioners’ Minute. * 

(signed) J. T. Bernard. 



Extract from the Confi.dential Letter Book, p. 353, No. 111, dated 5 March 1832. 
Comptroller-general. — Inspecting Commanders in Ireland. 

Submitting the supercessiou of four, on the 5th April 1832, 

B. 0 . — Approved, and letters to Admiralty and Treasury. — Letters, 15 March 
1832. 
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Sir, 

With reference to your letter of the 26th January 1831, postponing the ope- 
ration of their Lordships’ order, of the 21st July 1830, respecting the appoint- 
ment of inspecting commanders in Ireland being in future triennial, I have it in 
command to acquaint- you, for the information of the Lords Commissioners of 
his Majesty’s Treasury, that the Board have again had the subject under consi- 
deration, and although they are still of opinion that it would not be expedient to 
cause any general alteration in the inspecting commanders now serving in Ireland, 
yet they think that a partial change might be immediately effected by the discon- 
tinuance of the four officers who hold the rank of post-captain in the navy on 
the 5th April next, and with that view they have directed a communication 
to be made to the Lords of the Admiralty for the supercession of the officers 
referred to. 

15 March 1832. (signed) C. S. 



Sir, 5 April 1832. 

With reference to the correspondence on the subject of the supercession of the 
inspecting commanders in Ireland ; — 

I have to acquaint you the Board of Customs have recommended to the Lords 
of the Admiralty the supercession, on the 5th July next, of the undermentioned 
officers, Captains Morris, Dunn, King, Blois, and Macnamara j and submitted 
that the remainder of the inspecting commanders who have served above three 
years, be superseded on the 10th October next. 

I am, &c. 

Inspector-general, Dublin. (signed) W. B., 



Extract from Confidential Reference Book, No. 176, dated 7th April 1832, 
Erom Inspector-general, Dublin. — Inspecting Commanders in Ireland. 

If lieutenants in command of districts are to be superseded with the others ? 



12 April 1832. 

Acquaint Inspector-general that it is the intention to allow the lieutenants to 
remain at present, until otherwise provided for by the Admiralty. 

Letter, 12 April 1832, to Inspector-general. 



Sir, 

In reply to your confidential letter of the 7th instant, requesting to be informed 
whether the lieutenants who are inspecting commanders in Ireland are to be 
superseded on the 10th October next; — 

I have to acquaint you it is the intention to allow those officers to remain at 
present in command until other arrangements for providing for them are made by 
the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty. 

(signed) JV. 

Inspector-general, Dublin. 
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